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Who We Are
Blue Ice is a purveyor of wines from the Balkan region with a focus on Croatian 
wineries.  Our portfolio of wines represents small, family owned businesses, 
many of which are multigenerational.  Rich soils, varying climates, and the 
extraordinary talents of dedicated artisans produce wines that are tempting 
and complex.  

Croatian Wines
All our Croatian wines are 100% Croatian and each winery makes its wine 
from grapes grown and cultivated on their specific vineyard, whether they 
are the indigenous Plavac Mali, or the global Chardonnay. Our producers 
combine artisan growing techniques with the latest production equipment 
and methods, giving each wine old-world character with modern quality 
standards. Whether it’s one of Croatia’s 64 indigenous grape varieties, or 
something a bit more familiar, our multi-generational wineries all feature 
unique and compelling offerings. 

Slovenian Wines
From the foothills of the Alps to the coast of the Adriatic, Slovenia offers 
some of the finest and least known wines in the world. With these wines’ 
exceptional quality and virtually unknown status in the American wine 
community, it is our aim to introduce these wines to retailers and consumers 
alike. Vinakoper is our Slovenian partner.

Italian Wines
Our Italian wines are sourced from the Friuli-Venezia Giulia region, one of the 
20 regions of Italy and one of five autonomous regions. The capital is Trieste. 
Friuli-Venezia Giulia is Italy’s north-easternmost region and borders Austria 
to the north, Slovenia to the east, and the Adriatic Sea and Croatia, more 
specifically Istria, to the south. Its cheeses, hams, and wines are exported not 
only within Europe but have become known worldwide for their quality. These 
world renown high-quality wines are what we are bringing to you for your 
enjoyment. The Valpanera Winery is our partner and we are excited to bring 
their fantastic wines to America. 



ISTRIA  REGION
Istria, with its 1,100 square miles, and 200,000 inhabitants is the largest peninsula in Croatia and is situated in the northern Adriatic. Istria is known for its gently rolling 
scenery, pleasant climate, fantastic wines, coastal tourist resorts, and beautiful beaches. Istria has a very long and incredibly rich history, as one of the earliest inhabited 
areas in Croatia. Due to its fertile fields, indented coastline with protected harbors, and the richness of quality stone for the construction works, Istria has been valued as a 
desirable habitat since the prehistoric era to the present day.  In fact, Istria is where Slavic, Romanic, and Germanic cultures touch each other.



Vineyard: Agro Laguna     
Location: Istria 
Wine: Vina Laguna Chardonnay

Vineyard Description: In Istria we are doubly blessed: with a diversity of soils and locations to suit 
different grapes, indigenous and internationally known; and by a perfect climate born of Istria’s 
geographical position where Alpine and Mediterranean climates converge. This has been known for 
centuries and the long history of winemaking in Istria is proof.  Across Istria’s different terroirs, Vina 
Laguna vineyards have been selected and cultivated, with major capital investment, to extract the 
best from this natural inheritance.  Vina Laguna serves as one of the most current stewards of this 
incredible landscape and take advantage of all the region has to offer in order to produce exceptional 
wines.  Red soil (terra rossa) is found closer to the coast and white soil (terre bianche), rich in calcareous 
clay emerges as we move inland to higher ground. Ancient indigenous grapes like Teran and Malvasia 
grow side by side with international classics like Cabernet Sauvignon and Pinot Bianco – it has taken 
generations to determine which plot of land is best for which style of wine, whatever the grape. Coastal 
sites with good drainage are ideal for Merlot, for instance, whilst the indigenous Malvasia Istriana grape 
variety creates wines of different characters according to soil and elevation – part of Istria’s fascination 
lies in exploring these distinctions.
Wine Description: If you have ever found yourself muttering “anything but chardonnay”, expecting 
another over-weight, over-oaked specimen, think again. Here on this northerly Adriatic peninsula,  
where Alpine and Mediterranean climates meet in harmony, Vina Laguna suggests chardonnay can be 
cool again: cool climate, cool fermentation, and not a trace of oak. This wine means ripe grapes and full 
fruit flavors but with a freshness that most New World chardonnays can only dream about. Serve it  
cool at 10-12 Celsius with a seafood pasta and discover the lightness of being Istria.  
 
Wine: Vina Laguna Malvazija      
Wine Description: This is the wine that truly defines the lightness of being Istria. Here, where Alpine 
and Mediterranean climates meet in harmony, is the home of the Malvasia Istriana grape variety, 
though it is also found across the Italian border. There are many types (or clones) of this variety grown, 
particularly around the Mediterranean, but here, on this most northerly Adriatic peninsula, Malvasia 
finds its high point: pure, bright, fresh and fragrant. Dry yet round and long, this is perfect served at 
10-12 Celsius, with fresh seafood and nothing more than drops of lemon juice and a drizzle of fine  
Istrian olive oil.

Wine: Vina Laguna Perla Rose
Wine Description: This is not your mother’s Rosé. Vina Laguna crafts their rosé wines specifically 
to be just that - a rosé. This sparkling teran-based wine has a beautiful blush color and is not a 
blend of leftover red and white wines that happen to be laying around. The Perla Rosé is a sparkling 
wine that both refreshes and reveals its formidable character. The perfect summer aperitif when 
you want to beat the heat.

Bottle Size: 750 ml

Bottle Size: 750 ml

Bottle Size: 750 ml Sparkling

White

White
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Bottle Size: 750 ml

Vineyard: Agro Laguna  (cont...)     
Location: Istria 
Wine: Vina Laguna Merlot                 
Wine Description: In vineyards close to Istria’s west, the Merlot grape thrives like nowhere else. 
Closer to coastal breezes than most New World Merlots, fruit is to the fore, not alcohol. With fresh 
Spring showers and soil well drained, the wine is fresher than in Bordeaux. This Istrian produced 
varietal is sensational, with aromas of blueberry, blackberry, and fresh pepper with a pleasantly long 
fruity aftertaste.  At lunch or later, this is the wine of the Istrian table. Lakoca! (To lightness, as we 
say in Istria.)

Wine: Vina Laguna Terra Rossa
Wine Description: On the fertile peninsula where the wine-growing tradition is older than memory, 
the finest red wines are made from grapes thriving in red soil. This light, drinkable, and versatile wine 
is the soul of the Istrian wine-making tradition.  The three harmoniously blended grape varieties 
demonstrate all the power and tenderness of the red Istria. Terrano brings freshness and the 
unmistakable Istrian signature, Burgundy ensures minerality and floweriness, while Merlot 
adds fruitiness and softness. Terra Rossa complements good food and good company nicely and 
on a daily basis.

Vineyard: Franc Arman Winery 
Location: Istria 
Wine: Franc Arman Malvazija      
Vineyard Description: The Franc Arman Winery, in Istria in northwest Croatia, was established 
in 1850.  Still a family owned business, led by Franc and Oliver Arman, Franc Arman produces 
indigenous Malvazija and Teran wines, along with international varietals, such as Chardonnay, Pinot 
Gris, and Merlot. Franc Arman’s white wines are stored in stainless steel tanks, and the red wines are 
stored in oak barrels in a newly renovated wine cellar 16 feet underground. 

Wine Description: This is an indigenous Istrian varietal. The wine is a pale, yellow straw color, and 
tinged with green. The aroma is floral and fruity. The taste is crisp, fresh, and pleasantly acidic and is 
ideal for partnering with seafood, fish, and pasta dishes.  

Wine: Franc Arman Sivi Pinot 
Wine Description: A delicate appetizing wine with a hint of pear and spice on the nose. It is refreshing 
and crisp to taste with notes of citrus, green apple, and bright acidity. This is an elegant and drinkable 
style of Pinot Grigio and is a versatile choice as an aperitif or with dishes like garlic chicken, risotto, or 
creamy pasta.  The vines are situated in an elevated position of around 250 meters on the south side of 
the Mirna Valley. The climate is ideal for producing wines with a full expression of fruit. Hot summers 
with rain throughout the year keep the landscape verdant even in the height of summer as there are 
frequent thunder storms There is rarely snow in the winter, which are generally mild to cold, as the 
Adriatic Sea stabilizes the coastal region climate.

Bottle Size: 750 ml

Bottle Size: 750 ml

Bottle Size: 750 ml

White

Red

Red

Red



Vineyard: Franc Arman Winery  (cont...) 
Location: Istria
Wine: Franc Arman Teran
Wine Description: This red Istrian varietal is produced from premium quality wine grapes grown in 
the Narduči vineyards. It has a characteristic ruby-red color.   It has a noble aroma and wild berry 
flavor with a dominant raspberry bouquet. The taste is full-bodied, robust, and dry and is ideal for 
partnering with meat and game, prosciutto, and cheese.

Vineyard: Rizman Winery  
Location: Southern Dalmatia 
Wine: BRIME Posip              
Vineyard Description: The Rizman Winery is owned by the Stimac family and was founded in the 
early 1900’s.  Most of the land is adjacent to the Adriatic Sea and increases to about 800 feet above 
sea level. The vineyards face south and southeast, and benefit from the gentle winds rolling off the 
Adriatic Sea.
Wine Description: BRIME Pošip is made from our most famous local white variety of the same 
name. Our organic vineyards consist of limestone earth with a small content of soil, which yields 
a pronounced minerality that is particularly prominent in this wine. In order to achieve freshness, 
grapes are picked during the hot days of summer at night, transported to the winery before sunrise, 
and processed immediately. Fresh, lively, and mineral with all the characteristics of the variety and 
limestone soil, our Pošip wine is the perfect summer refreshment that can be enjoyed for more than 
one season.

Wine: BRIME Plavac Mali      
Wine Description: BRIME Plavac Mali is our base red wine and is made from the most famous local 
red variety of Plavac Mali. It is proven this variety is the successor of the variety Tribidrag, which is 
better known around the world as Zinfandel or Primitivo. Plavac Mali yields the best results on the 
steep south-facing slopes of Dalmatia, such as our locations in the winegrowing area of Komarna. 
The winegrowing area of Komarna distinguishes itself with its organic vineyards, which are also home 
to our Plavac Mali, and with a terroir that gives exceptional acidity and freshness to our wines, thus 
bestowing upon them great aging potential.

Bottle Size: 750 ml

Bottle Size: 750 ml

Bottle Size: 750 ml Red

White

Red



Vineyard: Kraljevski Vinogradi 
Location: Zadar 
Wine: Kraljevski Posip      
Vineyard Description: In the year 1066. the Croatian King Petar Krešimir IV donated vineyards 
to the newly established Benedictine monastery of St. Mary in Zadar, which was led by its sister, a 
nun Čika, a great-granddaughter of the Queen Jelena and the Croatian king Mihajlo Krešimir II.  
In 1072, Čika bought the first vineyards in Petrčane (Petrzane,) and since those times the abbey 
has had in possession the vineyards on their property. And our distinctive, consistent and smooth 
wine originates from this property. The Royal Vineyards are situated on the southern slopes above 
Petrčane and Punta Skala, and are focused on the production of premium wines from the original 
Dalmatian grape varieties.
Wine Description: Pošip is an authentic Dalmatian white grape variety whose tradition dates back 
to the time of the ancient Greeks.  It is the wine with expressed personality, dazzling golden yellow 
color, and greenish hues.  Graceful in a glass, on whose walls it leaves a thick trail. Its aroma is 
distinctive, with strong body, with the fullness of the fruity taste of apricots and figs, and imbued 
with the subtle hint of Mediterranean herbs.  In its flavor, the structure is full and exudes freshness 
and minerality. It perfectly suits to all fish dishes, shellfish, and white meat.

Wine: Kraljevski Plavac Mali                      
Wine Description: The Plavac Mali is the most important Croatian indigenous red grape.  It was 
created by crossing varieties Crljenak and Dobričić.  It expresses its best varietal characteristics on 
the rocky slopes of a southern exposure.  Its characteristics are, as in Punta Skala, exposed to triple 
insolation of the sun, the sea, and stones.  It is distinguished by a deep ruby color and emphatic 
body. The taste is harmonious, fluent, of full structure, and has great balanced tannins.  This wine is 
dominated by the fruity aromas of ripe cherries and plums, personable, luxurious, and with an 
elegant ending.

Vineyard: Stina 
Location: Brač 
Wine: Stina Cuvee White              
Vineyard Description: Stina project, as one of the most comprehensive wine projects in Croatia, 
began in 2009 when Mr. Jako Andabak, leased a cellar from the Agricultural Cooperative of 
Bol.  In the Dalmatian dialect, this word means stone, the strongest symbol of the island of 
Brač.  Immediately after the takeover of the cellar, its complete reconstruction and technological 
equipping started. Apart from the standard and contemporarily equipped grape processing and wine 
aging space, the cellar also has a superbly designed space for wine tasting and sale.
Wine Description: Young fresh white blend from specially selected barrels of indigenous Pošip as 
well as Vugava and Chardonnay. The creamy pear, ripe cantaloupe, lemon, and green fig flavors 
characterize this blend.  Grapes cool in an oxygen-free environment before pressing.  This wine is a 
perfect complement to seafood, poultry, and fresh vegetables.

Bottle Size: 750 ml

Bottle Size: 750 ml

Bottle Size: 750 ml White
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Vineyard: Stina (cont...) 
Location: Brač 
Wine: Stina Cuvee Red                      
Wine Description: International in style, this wine benefits from the dominant influence of 
indigenous Plavac Mali and hand harvested when it reaches phenolic ripeness. Favorable climatic 
conditions and low yield grape result in a high-quality Plavac.  Dark red in color, the wine is 
dominated by spicy notes and red and black fruits featuring supple tannins and notes of dried plums 
and cherry.  This blend is 70% Plavac Mali, 10% Merlot, 10% Syrah, and 10% Cabernet Sauvignon.  
This is a great house or table red wine alternative.

Vineyard: Benvenuti Winery 
Location: Istria 
Wine: Benvenuti Malvazija      
Vineyard Description: The story of the Benvenuti winery is a story of family, tradition and terroir.  
Livio, Albert, and Nikola Benvenuti have situated their winery in the quiet Istrian village of Kaldir, 
overlooking nearby Motovun, where three grape varieties are grown - Malvasia Istriana, Teran, and 
Muscat. Family values and tradition are the key “condiments” of Benvenuti wines. They are the 
foundation upon which they produce their wines and reflect the abundance of the vineyards, located 
on several specific micro-locations. One of these, San Salvatore, is the heart of the varieties. The 
terraced configuration and the white soil, along with the micro-climate, give the grapes character 
which translates to very mineral, fresh wines, fully expressive of the characteristics of the varieties. 
These characteristics are expressed in all of the wines, from basic to aged Malvasias, fresh and 
harmonious Terans, to the intensive and pleasantly acidic sweet wines. 
Wine Description: Malvazija Istarska - Malvasia Istriana is now recognized as the leading Istrian 
grape variety and one of the most important indigenous Croatian varieties. This Malvazija is 
harmonious and full-bodied. It is exceptionally fresh and mineral, fruity, and very drinkable. The 
terraced vineyards on white soil where the grapes are grown are planted on several positions, all 
between 250 and 400 meters.  This light and lively aromatic white wine is a refreshing alternative 
to traditional white wine offerings.  

Bottle Size: 750 ml

Bottle Size: 750 ml White

Red
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Vineyard: Pilato Family Farming  
Location: Istria 
Wine: Pilato Pinot Bijela      
Vineyard Description: Pilato Family Farming is situated in the village Lašići, on the West coast of the 
Istria peninsula. In this family farming the production exists for already three generations. In previous 
years it dealt with the mixed production as most of the other farms such as agriculture, livestock 
farming and vineyard farming.  The production of grapes dates back in 1934 when Ivan Pilato (great-
grandfather) planted a small vineyard which we today consider as the beginning.  Today, Pilato Family 
Farming grows 70% white varieties and 30% red varieties. 

Wine Description: In this microclimate, the white Pinot grape is very high quality and this wine has 
extraordinary characteristics. It has a nice bright yellow tone with a greenish shine.  The aroma is well 
accentuated and fine, fruit dominating, with the scent of the green apples and pears.  Its taste is a pleasant 
freshness; round, soft, and fruity.  This wine is a refreshing white wine alternative paired with seafood.  

Bottle Size: 750 ml White



wine.

Vineyard: Vinakoper 
Location: Koper 
Wine: Vinakoper Purissima Malvazija                      
Vineyard Description: Vinakoper has been developing its story since 1947. In ten vine growing 
locations of Slovenian Istria, Vinakoper has been producing top-quality wines with a typical aroma 
of the variety, vivaciousness of the fruit, and pleasant harmony. One thousand year of tradition in 
oenology and viticulture in Slovenian Istria is mainly the obligation we owe to our ancestors. From 
generation to generation, people in our Istria have lived closely connected with the soil. They have 
created a precious legacy of wine culture. We strive to respect this legacy and enrich it with our 
work. The development story of Refosco and Malvasia Wine has been successful both for Vinakoper 
and for the entire wine growing region of Slovenian Istria, which, called the Region of Refosco, bears 
the name of its most typical ruby-colored wine. 
Wine Description: This popular white wine has a distinct taste of citrus fruits. Its golden color makes 
for a beautiful pour and is a perfect complement to seafood, poultry, and fresh vegetables. 

Wine: Vinakoper Sparkling White Rex
Wine Description: This delightful white sparkling wine is composed of Malvazija (50%), Chardonnay 
(30%) and Pinot Blanc (20%) and is a fantastic aperitif.  Best enjoyed on its own or paired with 
seafood, pastas, and poultry.  Also excellent for making sorbets.

Wine: Vinakoper Sparkling Refosk Rex                           
Wine Description: This 100% Refosk based sparkling wine is deep ruby in color, with intense sparkle, 
is complemented by luscious fruitiness and smoothness. Pairs well with cured meats and cheeses.

Wine: Vinakoper Capris Plemenito Rdece                             
Wine Description: This blend of merlot, cabernet sauvignon, and pinot noir contributes to an elegant 
and complex red wine that is dry on the palate.  The aroma fills the mouth and provides a unique 
long-lasting tasting experience.

Wine: Vinakoper Capris Refosk                                
Wine Description: This red wine is composed of 100% refosk grapes and is fruity and complex. 
Thanks to its aroma, this wine pairs well with cured meats, beef, and wild game.

Bottle Size: 750 ml

Bottle Size: 750 ml

Bottle Size: 750 ml

Bottle Size: 750 ml

Bottle Size: 750 ml Red

Sparkling

Red

Sparkling

White



Vineyard: Valpanera Winery  
Location: Trieste 
Wine: Valpanera Chardonnay                              
Vineyard Description: Valpanera winery is based in the Northern Italian region Friuli Venezia Giulia, 
in the area of Villa VIcentina within the DOC Friuli - Aquileia. The company decided to invest its 
resources in the production and enhancement of Refosco dal Peduncolo Rosso, an ancient native 
vine from our region, with a very long history and tradition. This indigenous variety has found 
ideal environment and climate for its growth on our land. The vineyards situated on the alluvial 
clay and sandy soil, together with optimal conditions for the cultivation of this particular vine, are 
fundamental for the production of our refined Valpanera’s Refosco dal Peduncolo Rosso. Guyot, 
the cultivation method of the vine, typical to this area, has one annually renewable cane faced to 
the sun in order to fully benefit from its warm sunlight rays. Valpanera, being a family-run business, 
personally oversees every aspect of the management and the winemaking production, from the 
vineyard to the consumer’s table. The combination of innovation and tradition guarantees the 
highest quality of our product. Innovative techniques under the supervision of human knowledge 
allows us to respect the environment and monitor all the delicate stages throughout the lifecycle of 
both vine and wine. 
Wine Description: There is nothing not to like about this wine; very fresh with scents of apple, 
bread-crust, and vanilla. The soil is a mix of sand and gravel situated in Fiumicello close to the River 
Torre.  The average age of the vine is 30 years.  Well structured, medium body, and a pronounced 
aromatic taste are typical for the varietal and the soil.

Wine: Valpanera Cabernet                           
Wine Description: This wine is rich in pleasant hints with herbaceous predominance typical for 
this grape variety. These are the same sensations found in the bouquet; fresh and herbaceous with 
continued persistence on the palate.  This is an excellent with roasted, grilled, and gamey meat, and 
well accompanied with all types of cheese.

Bottle Size: 750 ml

Bottle Size: 750 ml Red

White



blueiceus.com.
info@blueiceus.com

Blue Ice, Inc.
119 Washington Avenue North

Second Floor
Minneapolis, MN 55401.


